
THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION 

 The “abomination of desolation” Daniel was told about in his vision is talked about in Matt. 24:15-25. In 
the Hebrew language there is no more wicked word than “abomination”, Strong's #946 (buwnah). It is the 
ultimate swear word as us Westerner’s would call it. 
 Matt. 24:15-25 “Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation which was spoken of 
through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), then let those who are in 
Judea flee to the mountains; let him who is on the housetop not go down to get the things out that are in his 
house; 18 and let him who is in the field not turn back to get his cloak. “But woe to those who are with child and 
to those who nurse babes in those days! 20 “But pray that your flight may not be in the winter, or on a 
Sabbath; for then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world 
until now, nor ever shall. 22 “And unless those days had been cut short, no life would have been saved; but for 
the sake of the elect those days shall be cut short. “Then if anyone says to you, Behold, here is the Messiah’ or 
‘There He is,’ do not believe him. “For false Messiah’s and false prophets will arise and will show great signs 
and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect. 25 “Behold, I have told you in advance.  
 We need to keep in mind when Yeshua said these words it was about 150-200 years after Antiochus 
had defiled the temple. Yeshua was obviously talking about a multiple fulfillment prophesy. He was then talking 
about the last days to come. That’s the reason Matthew the writer, puts in parenthesis “let the reader 
understand”. At the time of Yeshua the people knew that Daniel’s prophesy had already been fulfilled once, yet 
Yeshua is bringing it up again. Yeshua is telling us that immediately before the great tribulation some type of 
abomination is going to happen again.  
 The first abomination of desolation spoken of in Matthew took place at a time we now call Hanukkah. 
Pigs were sacrificed in the Temple for some say, three and a half years, by Antiochus of Epiphanies of Syria. 
This happened just before Judah (“the hammer”) Maccabee led the great Jewish revolt which is the story of 
Chanukah. Epiphanies is a title, not a name, it means “the risen god". When he put a pig on the altar it was the 
first abomination of desolation. He was an anti-christ. That fulfilled Daniel's prophesy, but many prophesies 
have a multiple fulfillment. Antiochus is a prototype of the anti-christ to come. Many believe that Antiochus was 
a Jew from the tribe of Dan, therefore the coming anti-Messiah must also be a Jew from that tribe.  
Was Antiochus a Jew from the tribe of Dan? No he was not. Antiochus was a gentile who came from the 
same place as the king of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar came from the Mesopotamian, Assyrian area. This is the 
present day Iraq, Iran area in the middle east. This entire area is controlled by Islam. If there is anywhere 
where the anti-messiah should come out of it would be this area. Islam declares that their Allah has no son. In 
other words they are saying that their god has no son. That is a definition of anti-messiah.  
 The second abomination of desolation came in 70 AD when the Roman’s destroyed the Temple in 
Jerusalem. The third and final abomination of desolation will occur when the anti-messiah sits on the recovered 
Ark Of The Covenant and claims to be the Almighty Himself. This final abomination is not far away. 
Why would He say to pray that their flight FROM JERUSALEM be not in the winter, or on a Sabbath? 
 To understand the statement, we must first place it within its geographical location (inside the city of 
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Jerusalem). So, with that being the case, winter in Israel is their RAINY SEASON and, because of this, in 
Messiah's day the heavy winter rains would cause the Jordan River to overflow its banks which resulted in 
massive FLOODING of the Judean valley ...particularly in the area of JERUSALEM. If you needed to flee from 
the city of Jerusalem during the heavy rainy season of the winter months...IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO 
CROSS THE FLOODED JORDAN RIVER TO ESCAPE!! Thus, any attempt at escape WOULD BE 
VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE. YOU WOULD BE TRAPPED! WITH NO WAY OF ESCAPE!! 

 In regards to escaping on the sabbath; in biblical times the Old City Jerusalem was completely 
enclosed by high walls and a MASSIVE, REINFORCED GATE which took DOZENS of men to operate. In 
BIBLICAL times the massive front gates of Old City Jerusalem were SHUT AND LOCKED for the city's 
observance of the Sabbath...to prevent merchants from entering the city to sell their wares on the Sabbath! 
Thus, Messiah instructed His disciples to pray that they did not need to flee ON THE SABBATH because the 
massive city gates would be shut and locked for Sabbath observance thus preventing the only way of escape! 
They would be trapped inside the city with no way out.  
 So, now you know the simple truth behind Matthew 24:20. Because the flooded Jordan river would 
prevent escape, and the massive city gates of Old City Jerusalem would be shut and bolted for Sabbath 
observance, preventing your ONLY means of escaping the city!...you would be trapped inside!! 
 I sincerely hope that all of this puts a different light on the understanding of what really happened at the 
time of Yeshua’s birth as foretold by Daniel 490 years in advance. Those who have the gift of the love of the 
truth will grasp the big picture. I hope you are one of them. 
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