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UNLEAVENED BREAD/LAST SUPPER

The cursing of the fig tree

Before we get into the last supper meal and the seder service | would like to point
out something that happened immediately before they came to Jerusalem for the
celebration. Let’'s have a look at what the book says.

Mark 11:12-14 Yeshua entered Jerusalem and came into the temple; and after looking
around at everything, He left for Bethany with the twelve, since it was already late. 12 On
the next day, when they had left Bethany, He became hungry. 13 Seeing at a distance a
fig tree in leaf , He went to see if perhaps He would find anything on it; and when He
came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs . 14 He said to
it, OMay no one ever eat fruit from you again!O And His disciples were listening.OThis
was on the sabbath.

As we see in the scroll of Mark it was the next morning that the fig tree was
confirmed as dead. Mark 11:20-21 As they were passing by in the morning, they saw the
fig tree withered from the roots up. 21 Being reminded, Peter *said to Him, ORabbijook,
the fig tree which You cursed has withered.  OThis is now the first day of the week.

Yeshua had arrived in Jerusalem as the lamb of Yah at the same time the High
priest was bringing in the chosen lamb for the Passover sacrifice. He went to the temple,
and then stayed overnight in Bethany (very close to Jerusalem). He then went back to
Jerusalem the next morning on shabbat.

On His way from Bethany to Jerusalem He stopped by a fig tree that bore no fruit.
Yeshua cursed the fig tree because it had no fruit. This makes no sense because the fig
tree was not supposed to have fruit that early in the season. Let's have a look at two ideas
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in this regard.

Why did He do that? This was prophetic. We see that the next morning Yeshua and His
disciples walked back to Jerusalem and on the way noticed the fig tree that Yeshua
cursed was already withered from the roots up.

Why did it die from the roots up?

1) Normally when a tree dies the leaves at the top wilt because they are not getting
enough water. The continued lack of water (life) causes the leaves to wither more and
more from the top down and then the roots dry out. Yeshua said He was the water of life.
Those who heard His voice and heeded to it, had an eternal supply of life giving water for
total nourishment. Because of that nourishment they could produce an abundance of fruit
in season. The Lost Sheep of the House of Israel had rejected Yeshua'’s teaching and
their life supply was cut off. They rejected Him so He turned to the Gentiles and offered
them life giving torah water from the top of Mt. Sinai.

When the root is separated from the branches, the tree dies. Yeshua was about to
die at Calvary and the root was being severed from the branches and leaves, Israel, those
who rejected Him. Yeshua is the root and we are the branches (Rom. 11:11-25).

This is probably one of the strangest things recorded that Yeshua ever did. In verse
twenty we see the fig tree died from the “roots up” which is the opposite way that most
trees die. He did so prophetically because He represented the root of the tree (torah) and
Israel who had rejected Him, represented the leaves of the tree. The
leaves of the fig tree were developed (the lost sheep), but no fruit was under them yet.
They were not properly sharing the torah as the oracles should have. It was too early in
the season, the fruit (goyim) were not being taught the truth yet. Yeshua had been cut off
from His lost sheep, they had chosen to follow the leaven of the Pharisees.

2)  We must realize that in the mid-east fig trees have two harvest seasons. The spring
harvest of figs (at the time of Passover), is called the "poor man's harvest" because they
were small figs. These figs are small but very tasty. The main fig harvest, of huge luscious
figs, is in the fall around October, and that is called the "rich man's harvest". Yeshua
cursed the fig tree because it never had any figs on it, not even enough for the poor man.
The message was that the nation of Israel was not providing for their own. Because they
were not helping each other, providing for the poor, or loving their neighbor as
themselves. The trees that were supposed to be left for the traveler and the poor men to
eat from, had already been stripped. He said this was worthy of judgement.

The wood of the fig tree was used as the fuel for the altar. A poor man's offering
usually included the person bringing some dead branches from a fig tree. Because the fig
tree wood was part of the altar, it was in fact part of the judgement of what was offered up
on the altar. Remember the tree was completely dead and dry the next day, that was
because it was to be used as wood for the altar for the poor man's sacrifice.

Who was about to be given up as the sacrifice for the poor man?

The man with the pitcher
Luke 22:7-12 OThen came the first day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb
had to be sacrificed. 8 And Yeshua sent Peter and John, saying, OGo and prepare the
Passover for us, so that we may eat it.O 9 They said to Him, OWhere do You want us to
prepare it?O 10 And He said to themOWhen you have entered the city, a man will meet
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you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him into the house that he enters. 11 OAnd you
shall say to the owner of the house, OThe Teacher says to you,\@here is the guest room
in which | may eat the Passover with My disciples 200 12 OAnd he will show you a larg
furnished upper room; prepare it there.” Notice Yeshua specifically said a man will meet
you carrying a pitcher of water.
Have you ever wondered how Peter and John would be able to distinguish who to
follow when they entered the city? It was a huge city and people were everywhere
carrying pitchers. There would have been perhaps hundreds of people doing so.
How would they know which person to talk to about preparing the Passover meal?

In those days only women carried pitchers. That is how they knew what man to go
to. The man they were looking for would have stood out like a sore thumb.

FOOT WASHING

Before we get into the actual Feast of Passover, we must first look at an incredible
blessing that Yeshua pointed us to if we are true servants of Yah. Yeshua and His
disciples participated in a foot washing ceremony immediately before the Last Supper”.
Yeshua used His washing of the disciples feet as an example of what true servants do
when they represent the King Of Kings. Yeshua made it clear that when you do Yah's
work Oyou are blessedO, (John 13:17). He was referring to the serving of one another,
and as an example, He washed the disciples feet prior to taking part in the supper. The
blessing doesn’t come from the physical washing of ones feet, it comes from the
servanthood of Yah. The foot washing is symbolic, it reminds all of us we are to be
servants, not rulers and dictators.

It was customary in those days to provide a basin of water for people to wash their
feet in, upon entering a house. On special occasion's one of the family members would
wash your feet for you upon entry. It was usually the job of the youngest member of the
family. It was rare or even unheard of for the master of the house to wash ones feet upon

entering.
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In the Book of John we see the Master Yeshua Himself washing the feet of His
disciples , why?

The Seder (seder meaning “order” in Hebrew), service is divided into four parts. This
separates the Passover meal from all other meals during the year. These four parts are:
1) sanctification
2) deliverance
3) redemption
4)  salvation

The four cups of wine used during the Seder meal are divided into these four
categories. Foot washing is part of the first cup of sanctification process associated with
the Seder meal. In order to properly understand exactly what Yeshua did when He
washed the feet of His talmidim we need to understand a little more about exactly what
the leader of the Seder did. The leader of the Passover Seder traditionally wears a white
garment called a kittel. Yeshua was the leader of the Passover Seder, and He removed
His garment of honor, then began to wash the disciples feet. This was a major statement
made in the presence of all assembled, in regards to being humble before Adonai. When
He did this He made a very clear statement without having to use words. Servanthood is
the key to being a child of the Most High. Anyone who has ever participated in a foot
washing experience at Passover knows just how humbling it really is. It's one of those
things in life you must experience to appreciate.

This simple but powerful idea is not normally taught or even talked about in
Christendom. It is simply another one of many things Christians have no understanding of.
The following scriptures explain exactly what Yeshua did with His disciples on the evening
of the Last supper. All those who do likewise are blessed for doing so. It is a very
humbling experience | can assure you.

Yeshua and His disciples probably enjoyed their last meal and maybe even seder
service together at a triclinium table. This was a special U-shaped table used for special
occasions.

This head table was talked about in the gospels and by Josephus. Assembling
together around this table was done in a specific manner. They sat around the table in a
special pecking order you might say. The most important person would sit a couple seats
in on the left hand side, and his closest friend would sit next to him on his right side, the
outside. It was set up this way so that if someone entered the room to attack the honoured
guest (let's say it was a Rabbi), the person next to him, his best and most trusted friend,
would take his sword and protect him. Around the table, to the far right end, the people sat
in order of their importance. The person on the farthest right was the one who washed the
feet of those at the table when they came in to sit and eat. This person often had a sword
at his side also. In the case of Yeshua’s last supper we know that John sat next to Him.
Peter sat at the far end of the table and was supposed to wash everyones feet. He also
brandished a sword.

Breaking Bread together

Bread represented life. Breaking bread always represented forgiveness, restitution,
and reconciliation. So when someone said they wanted to break bread with you, it meant
they loved you and wanted to reconcile with you. They wanted to restore their relationship
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with you.

It was tradition for the person at the table to take the bread of the meal, break it and
pass it on to the person to their left.

Yeshua probably ate the Last Supper just before the sun went down and had
the Seder service immediately afterwards,  of this we are not sure. If He ate the seder
service with them He would not have drank from the cup of redemption. He said He will
only do so when He returns for the wedding supper of the lamb.

In first century times you never ate with your left hand. It was considered your dirty
hand. You always ate using your right hand. There was only one exception to that tradition
and that was when you ate bread. You would hold the bread with both hands. This was
done because bread represented the torah, it was the bread of life and was always
treated with great respect. When Yeshua said Oyou shall not live on bread alone Matt.
4:4, it would have been a very strange statement, considering that most of the people ate
bread and vegetables alone. Yeshua was pointing them to the torah, which is the bread of
life. Deut. 8:3 OHe humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you
did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man
does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the
mouth of the LORD.

These people could rarely afford meat, that's why they called bread the bread of life,
symbolic of the torah. Yeshua was connecting the torah with the bread of life. Very few of
those poor people ever had the opportunity to eat meat. That is why Yeshua specifically
said you will eat of the lamb on this occasion. He was putting emphasis on this celebration
by insisting they eat meat during the celebration, just like the rich. They were considered
His Priests and were commanded to eat meat at the time of the Passover assembly.
JOHN 13:1-20
1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, Yeshua knowing that His hour had come
that He should depart out of this world to the father, having loved His own who were in the
world, He loved them to the end.

2 And during supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the
son of Simon, to betray Him,
3 Yeshua, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He
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had come forth from Elohim, and was going back to Elohim,
4 rose from the supper, and laid aside His garments; and taking a towel, He girded
Himself about.
5 Then He poured water into a basin, and began to wash the disciples feet, and
to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded.
6 And so He came to Simon Peter. He said to Him, OMessiah, do You wash my feet?0
7 Yeshua answered and said to him, OWhat | do you do not realize now, but you shall
understand hereafter.O
8  Peter said to Him, ONever shall You wash my feet!O Yeshua answered him, OIf | do
not wash you, you have no part with Me.O
9 Simon Peter said to Him, OYeshua, not my feet only, but also my hands and my
head.O
10 Yeshua said to him, OHe who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is
completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.O
11  For He knew the one who was betraying Him; for this reason He said, ONot all of you
are clean.O
12 And so when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments, and reclined at the
table again, He said to them, ODo you know what | have done to you?0
13  You call Me Teacher and Master; and you are right, for so | am.
14 If | then, the Messiah and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash
one anotherOs feet.
15 For | gave you an example that you also should do as | did to you.
16  Truly, truly, | say to you, a slave is not greater than his master; neither is one who is
sent greater than the one who sent him.
17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.
18 | do not speak of all of you. | know the ones | have chosen; but it is that the
Scripture may be fulfilled, OHe who eats My bread has lifted up his heal against Me.O
19  From now on | am telling you before it comes to pass, so that when it does occur,
you may believe that | am He.
20  Truly, truly, | say to you, he who receives whomever | send receives Me; and he who
receives Him who sent MeO

Those who truly want to do as Yeshua did, should be aware that this includes
serving one another, which is symbolically washing the feet of those brothers and sisters
in the body of Believers.
Consecration of the Levites

It took seven days of purification and consecration to become a fully qualified Levite
priest in biblical times (Exod. 29:31-37). The reason Passover lasts seven days is
because it took seven days for the Levites to be consecrated as priests. In the same way
it is a symbolic time for us to become part of His priesthood. We don't eat yeast (sin) for
seven days because we are being consecrated.

THE LAST SUPPER/COMMUNION

The Last supper is not Passover. The last supper was the evening before Passover.
John 13:1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, Yeshua knowing that His hour had
come that He would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were
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in the world, He loved them to the end.OYeshua celebrated the last supper with His
disciples on the eve of the preparation day. Yeshua had to get Judas (the leaven), out
of the house because all leaven had to be removed before Passover, which was drawing
near (John 13:26-28). Yeshua would have also celebrated the Seder after the Last
Supper. Most Messianic Jews celebrate the Seder meal with the Passover meal so they
can see and connect all the symbolism involved. The meal that Yeshua had the day prior
to the official seder meal is called “Machiachs meal”.

The Pharisees are the ones who always had the seder meal on the 15th of Nissan.
The Sadducees have always done it on the 14th.
PARTAKING OF THE BODY AND THE BLOOD

Yeshua partook of the Last Supper the day before Passover because He knew He
would be killed at Passover, just as the lambs He was replacing had been sacrificed for
thousands of years previous. He probably kept the Last Supper just before sundown and
then the Seder immediately after sundown on the eve of the 13th.

There are three basic ways people partake of the body and the blood of Yeshua in
regards to what is commonly called communion. They are as follows.
1) If one keeps communion as Yeshua did, it is kept the evening before Passover and
it is kept with red wine and regular type challah bread.
2)  Many claim communion may also be kept at Passover with unleavened bread
(matzah) and red wine.
3) As explained above, the two occasions can also be taken together with sundown in-
between as Yeshua most likely did. One with challah bread and one with un-leaven bread.

There is something | believe is worth bringing to attention here, it is in regards to the
loaf of challah bread. Yeshua is the Bread Of Life, born in the bread basket, Bethlehem.
When we partake of the bread, He represents the loaf as a whole and we are also
represented in the bread as in unity (echad) with Him. | believe when taking communion
we should pass around the challah and each pinch off a tiny piece of Yeshua our Bread of
life. When we all participate in such a manner, we are part of the whole (body..loaf), in
unity with each other and our Messiah Yeshua. Challah bread, which should be used, is
symbolic of the bumps, hills of the land of Israel and the faces of the people.

In many churches you will see people passing around wafers of sort that are not
part of the whole. In my opinion this is improper.

1Cor. 10:17 OSince there is one bread, we who are many are one body; fowe all
partake of the one bread.O



1Cor. 12:12 CFor even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all
the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Messiah.

For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether
slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. OAs we who are born again all
have various gifts, we are all part of the body of Yeshua, the Bread of Life (1Cor. 1:4-31).

The common verses read prior to most people taking communion are as follows.
1Cor. 11:21-24 Therefore when you meet together, it is not to eat the LordOs Supper, 21
for in your eating each one takes his own supper first; and one is hungry and another is
drunk. 22 What! Do you not have houses in which to eat and drink? Or do you despise the
church of God, and shame those who have nothing? What shall | say to you? Shall |
praise you? In this | will not praise you. 23 For | received from the Lord that which | also
delivered to you, that the Messiah Yeshua in the night in which He was betrayed took
bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and said, OThis is My body, which is
for you; do this in remembrance of Me. O 25 In the same way He took the cup also, after
supper, saying, OThis cup is therenewed covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me. QOne of the key parts | believe many miss when hearing
or reading these verses is the part about Odo this in remembrance of meO. Many people
feel they need to work themselves up for communion, or get prepared. The key is not
preparation, the key is doing it in remembrance of our Messiah Yeshua. If one is truly a
Believer he should never have a problem participating in communion as often as he
wishes.

A point that should be made here is that in the original Hebrew the word “hadash” is
used. Hadash means “re-newed”, not new. This is the same word used in regard to the
sliver of the new moon. It is in reference of course to Jer. 31:27-40. There is no new
covenant, the Mt. Sinai covenant was simply re-newed.

Luke 22:13-15 OAnd they left and found [everything] just as He had told them; and
they prepared the Passover. When the hour had come, He reclined [at the table], and
the apostles with Him. And He said to them, Ol have earnestly desired to eat this Passover
with you before | suffer;OThis supper (Last Supper), took place on the preparation day.
OWhen the hour had comeO, is referring to the hour Yeshua spent specifically reclining at
the triclinium table with His disciples having the supper. This is not referring to a Passover
hour as many believe. This was just another meal during the time they were preparing for
Passover. Yeshua was participating in the Passover meal the day before with His disciples
for the last time. He participated, but did not complete the supper. Luke 22:17-19 OAnd
when He had taken a cup [and] given thanks, He said, OTake this and share it among
yourselves; for | say to you, | will not drink of the fruit of the vine from now on until
the kingdom of Yah comes. O Yeshua was saying Othis cup represents the renewed
covenant in my bloodO. And when He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to them, saying, OThis is My body which is given for you; dahis in
remembrance of Me.OHe was telling them that what they had been rehearsing for
hundreds of years in the seder meal, was now taking place. For hundreds of years the
Jewish people had been rehearsing this Feast in remembrance of the Exodus from
Egypt. Now He was instructing them to do it in remembrance of Him. They were no
longer slaves, but set free in the blood of Yeshua.



The same was done with the challah bread, twisted and beaten, representing His
body (1Cor. 11:22-30). The Greek word used here for bread is “artos” (Strong's #740),
bread with yeast. The Greek word for “unleavened bread is “azumos” (Strong's #106).
NOTE: Some say whoever translated the original Hebrew into Greek made an error
here because he did not understand anything about Passover. They say that the
translator simply made and error and both meanings of bread should be the same. They
assume that because it's all about Passover, that both words used for bread here should
be "azumos". This has caused division between many fellowships as to exactly how
unleavened bread and leavened bread were used at and prior to Passover, and in exactly
which order.

The 14th of Nissan, which is commonly referred to as the night of the “Last Supper”,
Is considered as part of Passover, but it is literally not. It is not a high sabbath (Mark
14:12). Unleavened Bread and Passover are actually the same (Luke 22:1). In common
usage, even back then, the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which is a seven day Feast, is
also called Passover.

Luke 22:1 Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was
approaching.O

Luke 22:7-8 Then came the [first] day of Unleavened Bread on which the
Passover [lamb] had to be sacrificed.O 8 OAnd Yeshua sent Peter and John, saying, OGo
and prepare the Passover for us, so that we may eat it QNAS) Matt. 26:17 Now on the
first [day] of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Yeshua and asked, OWhere do You
want us to prepare for You to eat the Passover?@KJV) We see here an error made in
almost all translations. In most bibles this is misdirected. Notice in the KJV the “day” is in
brackets and in the NAS the “first” is in brackets. It was not there in the original. It should
read; Ofirst of Unleavened BreadO. You will find that the translators did not understand
the Feasts, that's why there are so many errors in regards to them. It would take several

days for them to go and prepare for the Feast. This is
actually the time the lambs were being selected.
Let us go through the following explanation
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in the Christian
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R bread out of the Seder meal and
seems strange that they openly
everything that looks the least bit
case somehow pull communion
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out of a very Jewish ' Seder tradition. What | will also
reveal here is that communion (so-called) can involve bread with yeast, or unleavened
bread, depending on which occasion one is actually celebrating. Communion also
includes WINE, not grape juice, not milk, and no other type of drink. | believe that when
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taking communion we should do so as Yeshua did or we may not receive the blessing
from communion.

Matt. 26:26 While they were eating, Yeshua took [some] bread, and after a
blessing , He broke [it] and gave [it] to the disciples, and said, OTake, eat; this is My body.O
“Some” is referring to normal challah bread. The word “bread” here is “ar’'tos” (Greek
Strong's #740), “lechem” (Hebrew Strong's #3899) which means leavened bread. There is
another point | would like to make here. Yeshua did not bless the bread (Yah had provided
it, it was already blessed), Yeshua spoke the blessing that the Jews spoke over their
meals for centuries. Yeshua spoke: OBlessed are you, Yah, our Elohim, King Of The
Universe who brings forth bread from the earthO.  This is the same blessing
Melchizedek spoke when he blessed Abraham many years before. Yeshua blessed Yah,
not the bread.

In Luke 22:36 Yeshua tells the disciples to go out and buy a sword. And He said to
them, OBut now, whoever has a money belt is to take it along, likewise also a bag, and
whoever has no sword is to sell his coat and buy one. Off it were Passover, how would
anyone be able to buy anything, never mind a sword. There is nothing done on holy days,
certainly not the purchasing of any merchandise. People didn’t dare wear swords on a
sabbath, never mind a high sabbath. When Yeshua and His disciples were in the Garden
Of Gethsemane, Peter had a sword (Matt. 26:36, Mark 14:32). Proof again that this was
preparation day, not Passover. Luke 23:54 It was the preparation day, and the Sabbath
was about to begin. OThe sabbath was ABOUT TO BEGIN. The High sabbath is being
spoken of here. The high sabbath of Passover.

Mark 14:1-2 ONow the Passover and Unleavened Bread were two days away;  and the
chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to seize Him by stealth and kill [Him]; for
they were saying, ONot during the festival, otherwise there might be a riot of the people.O
Mark 14:12 OOn the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover [lamb] was

being sacrificed, His disciples said to Him, OWhere do You want us to go and prepare for
You to eat the Passover?OThe scroll of Mark has an obvious translation error. They were
preparing for the Passover meal so it couldn’t possibly be the first day of Unleavened
Bread. They were saying this prior to Passover. The original Hebrew says Oby the first day
of Unleavened BreadO It says that we are to remove the leaven from our house before we
eat our Passover meal. The evening of the fourteenth is Passover which is the first day of
Unleavened Bread. We see the same thing expressed in Exod. 12:15 OSeven days you
shall eat unleavened bread, but on the first day you shall remove leaven from your
houses; for whoever eats anything leavened from the first day until the seventh day, that
person shall be cut off from IsraelO. On the first day” is a Hebrew idiom meaning “by the
time this day comes”.

Mark 14:16 OThe disciples went out and came to the city, and found [it] just as He had told
them; and they prepared the Passover. OMark 14:17-18 “ When it was evening He came
with the twelve. As they were reclining [at the table] and eating, Yeshua said, OTruly |
say to you that one of you will betray Me one who is eating with Me.OThis was just a
regular meal. Mark 14:22 OWhile they were eating, He took [some] bread,
(artos...Strong's #740) and after a blessing He broke [it], and gave [it] to them, and said,
OTake [it]; this is My body.Mark 14:32 OThey came to a place named Gethsemane; and
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He said to His disciples, OSit here until | have prayed. We are talking about the same
thing as recorded in Matthew. They had the “Last Supper” on Preparation Day, and then
went to Gethsemane where Yeshua was taken into custody.

Mark 15:42 OWhen evening had already come, becauset was the preparation day, that
is, the day before the Sabbath,Oit was indeed the day before Passover that the Lamb Of
Yah was crucified, slaughtered, just like the people had been rehearsing for hundreds of
years.

We see here it's insinuating that the preparation day is part of Unleavened Bread,
which in fact is not. It is traditionally accepted as part of the Feast, but is literally not. Not
in a strict sense. The passover lamb cannot be, and is never killed on one of the days of
Unleavened Bread. It is killed on the final day (the 14th of Nissan), in preparation for the
Feast. Because the lamb is selected, washed, groomed, and observed for four days prior
to the Feast, that time period is commonly referred to as part of Passover as well as the
Feast proper, by Dad’s people.

Another interesting thing we see here that is seldom noted is the fact that after the
last meal, Yeshua and His disciples start singing hallels, (songs..Psalms 115-118), just as
the Jews have done after the seder meal for thousands of years. Ps. 118:24 This is the
day which Yahveh has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in itO. Mark 14:26 OAfter
singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.O
NOTE.....Some interesting verses worth looking at closely:

We see another shadow of things to come in Gen. 14:18 OAndMelchizedek king of
Salem brought out bread and wine;  now he was a priest of Yah Most High.O
Lev. 17:11 OFor the life of the flesh is in the blood, and | have given it to you on the
altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes
atonement.O
Mark 10:45 OFor even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, ando
give His life a ransom for many.O
1Cor. 5:7 Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as you are [in
fact] unleavened. For Messiah our Passover also has been sacrificed.O
Matt. 12:12-13 And Yeshua entered the temple and drove out all those who were
buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers
and the seats of those who were selling doves. 13 And He *said to them, Olt is written, OM
HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYERO; but you are making it a ROBBERS
DEN.” Do you recall when Yeshua chased the money-changers out of the temple on the
tenth day. He did this because all sin was to be removed from the house, Temple of
El Shaddai prior to Passover. Yeshua threw the money changers (leaven) out of the
Temple on the tenth of Nissan.

Matt. 26:28-29 for this is My blood of the covenant,  which is poured out for many for
forgiveness of sins. OBut | say to you] will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now

on until that day when | drink it new with you in My FatherOs kingdom. O

Num. 21:9 And Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on the standard; and it came
about, that if a serpent bit any man, when he looked to the bronze serpent, he lived.O
John 3:14-18 OAs Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the

Son of Man be lifted up; so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life. OFor
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Yah so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish, but have eternal life. OFor Yah did not send the Son into the world to
judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. OHe who believes in Him
Is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of Yah. Most of us think of evil when we
think of snakes, but as we see, there is a place in scripture where the snake is used as a
symbol of Yeshua.

Each time we take communion, we are symbolically eating the betrothal feast with
our groom, just like the grooms of the Jewish people have been doing for thousands of
years (Rev. 3:20). This is how the Last Supper, the Jewish wedding Tradition, and the
Feast of Trumpets are connected. This is explained in detail in the Feast of Trumpets and
Jewish Wedding Tradition teaching.

MESSIAH, THE PASSOVER LAMB..THE HIGH PRIEST

The Feast of Passover was a family Feast first and foremost. What happens in ones
home shows their true spiritual walk. How a man treats his wife and children shows his
true spiritual walk. Our spiritual walk starts right in our home, with our family.

Passover is not an outreach or evangelistic program . Itis for like minded born
again people. It is always to be first and foremost honorable. It is not for the general public
because they bring no honor to it. One can use a Passover demonstration to show the
general public what it is all about, but it is not meant to be used evangelistically. It is also
not for the uncircumcised, whether they physically are not circumcised or their heart is not
circumcised. Many say that if your in the land of Israel you must be physically circumcised
to partake in Passover. It is a Feast only for those who have been redeemed by the lamb
of Yah, which is the circumcision without hands, circumcision of the heart (Exod.
12:43-49). The Feast Of Passover is also the only Feast that Yah allowed those who
couldn’t attend at the proper time, to celebrate one month later.

Why is this?

Yah did this because Passover represents our salvation. Without the shedding of
Messiahs blood there can be no salvation. Yah makes it possible for all to receive
salvation if they want it. He makes it possible for all of us to apply the blood to the
doorpost of our heart. There is power in the blood.

People from all over the country would walk out to Bethlehem to get a lamb for
Passover, if they didn’t have one of their own. During the spring feasts the lamb was taken
care of by the whole family. It became part of their household for four days. The
symbolism here is incredible. The children would fall in love with this little lamb. They
would play with it, dress it up, etc., and become very attached to this lamb. Then, when
the lamb was sacrificed in front of them, they would appreciate what Yeshua was about to
do for them. They were rehearsing for the days to come. When that lamb was sacrificed, it
truly meant something to those children and the whole family. Can you imagine how hard
it was for the whole family to fall in love with this precious little lamb and then have its
blood spilled out in front of them? One easily appreciates what Yeshua did for us when He
became part of our family and then sacrificed Himself on our behalf. The analogy is
incredible. It cost Yahveh something for our sins. It cost Him His only Son. This sacrifice is
never to be taken lightly.
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In old Judea, there was a specific area, (Bet Lehem..Bethlehem..meaning “bread
basket”, or “house of bread”) known for its clean grazing and great water. This place was
where almost all of the lambs were raised up for the Annual Feast Of Passover. Every
year, exactly four days before the Passover lamb was to be sacrificed, the High Priest
(usually a Sadducee), would walk from the Temple in Jerusalem to the town of Bethlehem
to obtain a perfect unblemished lamb for the main sacrifice. It was a six hour walk one
way from Jerusalem to Bethlehem, so it was no minor task. The High Priest would
carefully choose one lamb and then carry it back to the Temple over his shoulder's, for
fear that it may hurt itself if it were to walk back. Imagine the problem the priest would
have had if the lamb walked with him and got hurt half way back, that would mean an
extreme delay for the proceeding. For this simple reason the priest took no chances.

The High Priest would enter through the Eastern Gate where there would be
thousands of people lined up as in a parade singing hallels and laying down palm
branches in front of the High Priest as he entered Jerusalem. There would be hundreds of
priests lined up shoulder to shoulder along the path to the entrance of the Eastern gate.
The noise from the singing could be heard for miles. The palm branches here should also
remind us of what will happen when Yeshua returns. Rev. 7:9 After these things | looked,
and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes
and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in
white robes, and palm branches were in their hands; "

That year, Yeshua, who said: Ol am the bread of lifeO, came riding on a donkey. As
the High Priest traditionally carried the perfect lamb into the city, so too the donkey
(Caiaphas, who had purchased his position as Cohen Gadol), carried the perfect lamb of
peace, Yeshua, into the city, with His disciples singing and shouting hall-els so loudly that
the rest of the people thought it was the High Priest Caiaphas coming down the road.
Yeshua came in front of the disqualified High Priest. Zech. 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter
of Zion! Shout [in triumph], O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to
you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey , Even
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.O Then, because of all the commotion being made by the
followers of Yeshua, some of the Pharisees got upset and told Yeshua to get His disciples
to be silent. Luke 19:39-40 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Him, OTeacher,
rebuke Your disciples.O But Yeshua answered,Ol tell you, if these become silent, the
stones will cry out!O  Yeshua entered into the Temple area and was soon arrested and
brought before the authorities for inspection.

Note: At that period of time the Pharisees were paying Rome to let them control the
Jewish people. This was big business for all these religious leaders, just as it is today in
the pagan christian churches. If they couldn't get this Messiah Yeshua dealt with, it was
going to perhaps cost them a lot of money and maybe even a loss of control. This is
something they wanted to avoid at all costs. Caiaphas, like many other men who
purchased their position as Cohen Gadol, paid the Romans and told them that they would
control the people. Caiaphas the High priest was not even a Levite. He bought his
position, he was not a righteous man (Matt. 26:57). They were worried about this Rabbi
contributing to them loosing their control.

Something else worth bringing to our attention is the fact that Caiaphas prophesied
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when he spoke of Yeshua as recorded in the scroll of John. Let's have a look. John
11:47-52 Therefore the chief priests and the Pharisees convened a council, and were
saying, OWhat are we doing? For this man is performing many signs. 48 OIf we let Him go
on like this, all men will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both
our place and our nation.O 49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year,
said to them, OYou know nothing at all, 50 nor do you take into account thait is

expedient for you that one man die for the people, and that the whole nation not
perish.O 51 Now he did not say this on his own initiative, but being high priest that yearhe
prophesied that Yeshua was going to die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only,
but in order that He might also gather together into one the children of God who are
scattered abroad." Without even realizing it Caiaphas prophesied about exactly what
would quickly take place. John 18:14 Now Caiaphas was the one who had advised the
Jews that it was expedient for one man to die on behalf of the people. ' "Expedient" is
referring to something prophetic. Yeshua was that man he was referring to without even
realizing it. He was saying it was better (more expedient) for Yeshua to die and the whole
nation live, rather than the whole nation die by following after Him.

Then the priest would enter the Temple area, and tie the lamb up at the front of the
Temple for four days so the public could inspect the lamb to make sure there were no
blemishes. Yeshua was, like the lamb, inspected in public by the authorities before He
was sent to be crucified. He was inspected by Herod, Pilate, Annas, Caiaphas, etc. and
finally Herod spoke the words “I find no fault in this man”. Yeshua came at a time when
there was no Jewish King of Israel. Yeshua represented Israel. Herod was married to a
Israelite woman, this is how he got his position. Herod was Hellenized, and renounced his
Israelite connection when he got into office. Herod represented the clan of Esau, he was
an Edomite. He represented the anti-Messiah, Rome. As it was in the past, it will be in the
last days. The Roman Catholic church and her daughters (Edom, Edomites, Christians,
etc.) represent the anti-Messiah. This is another prophetic thematic connection. This is a
prophetic fulfillment of the struggle of two nations (Jacob and Esau) in the womb of
Rebekah (Gen. 25:23).

Herod washed his hands and sent Messiah off to be crucified (sacrificed), in the
same way all the fathers of the households washed their hands back then just before they
gave their lamb to the Levites to be sacrificed. When you consider how much Pilate hated
the Jews, it's amazing that he didn’t have our Messiah killed on the spot. During Pilates
reign history reveals over 250,000 Jews were murdered.

DISQUALIFICATION OF THE HIGH PRIEST (COHEN GODAL)

In biblical times the duty of the High Priest was very very important. He was in a
sense the physical representation of Yah on earth. His garments were very outstanding
and glorious to set eyes upon. Because of his position he was very careful in everything
he did and said. He could in no way ever defile himself or he would not qualify to
represent the Almighty in the Temple duties. For example, the High priest was never
allowed to mourn publicly, defile himself (Ezek. 14:25), or tare his garments for people.

At the time of Yeshua’s crucifixion the temple priesthood had already been
corrupted. The High Priests were buying their position as head of the Temple.

It was the custom to always have a back-up Priest ready to fulfill the duties of the
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High Priest in case there was a problem and the priest became unclean, disqualified for
any reason. That year, the High Priest would have been disqualified twice according to
tradition. Caiaphas asked Yeshua if He was the “son of Yahveh” Matt. 26:63 But Yeshua
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kept silent. And the high priest said to Him, Ol adjure You by the living Godthat You tell
us whether You are the Messiah, the Son of Yahveh  (corrections made) .” The High
Priest was only allowed to speak the holy name of Yahveh during the Feast Of
Atonement. For this reason alone Caiaphas would have been disqualified that year for the
duties of Passover. Next we see Caiaphas tear his robes. Matt. 26:65 OThen the high
priest tore his robes and said, OHe has blasphemed! What further need do we have of
witnesses? Behold, you have now heard the blasphemy;O For this, Caiaphas would again
have been disqualified. What | am getting at is really quite simple. That particular year,
like no other recorded year in history, the High Priest (Caiaphas) would have traditionally
been disqualified twice from presenting the lamb for the Passover sacrifice and they had
no back-up Priest that year. Instead, Yeshua the High Priest of the order of Melchizedek
made the substitute offering and became the offering. Hebr. 6:20 where Yeshua has
entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to the
order of Melchizedek.O When we look at what happened just before Yeshua was killed

Fine Linen Tunic
Atone for killing

15



we note that the soldiers were casting lots for Yeshua'’s robe. Here we see another
beautiful thematic connection. John 19:24 CSo they said to one another, OLet us not tear
it, but cast lots for it, to decide whose it shall beO; this was to fulfill the Scripture: OTHEY
DIVIDED MY OUTER GARMENTS AMONG THEM, AND FOR MY CLOTHING THEY
CAST LOTS.OThey did not tare His garment because Yeshua was the High priest and
that would have disqualified Him as such.

An interesting couple of side notes worth mentioning here.

1) In biblical times it was the common practice of Kings to go out in the spring season
and conquer their opponents. Spring was always the time battles took place. It was
customary for Kings who wanted to make peace with their neighbors to come visit them
riding on a donkey or ass. Quite the opposite, it was customary for Kings that came to rule
over the surrounding areas, to come riding on a white horse. Does this sound familiar?
Yes, when Yeshua came riding on a beast of burden the year He was crucified, He came
to bring peace to the world. The next time He comes He will be riding a white horse to
conquer the world. Hallelu-Yah!!

2) The prophet Ezekiel pronounced to the world the following prophesy which the
Muslims knew about. Ezek. 44:1-3 OThen He brought me backby the way of the outer
gate of the sanctuary, which faces the east; and it was shut. Yah said to me, OThis

gate shall be shut; it shall not be opened, and no one shall enter by it, for Yah of

Israel has entered by it; therefore it shall be shut. OAs for the prince, He shall sit in

it as prince to eat bread before the Lord; He shall enter by way of the porch of the

gate and shall go out by the same way.0  The Muslims heard of this Jewish prophesy,
and about 500 years ago they closed up the Eastern Gate and put hundreds of graves in
front of it. They did this because they knew that Rabbis won’t/couldn’t go near dead
people because it would make them unclean. The Muslims actually think that Yeshua will
not fulfill the prophesy because of what they did, yet they failed to realize that they fulfilled
the prophesy by closing the gate permanently; Othis gate shall be shut.O
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YESHUA CROWNED KING OF THE JEWS

Have you ever wondered about the crown of thorns on YeshuaOs head at
Calvary? In the following message we are going to go from literal obvious meanings and
connections (P'shat level), into the deepest drash and midrash levels, even into what
some might consider the sod level of torah understanding.

Are you ready? We are going way out into deep deep water.

We find in historical documents and the Bible, that Kings were almost always
crowned during the Feast of Passover. It was often called the “Rosh Hashanah for Kings”.
We see Solomon crowned King in the month of Nissan (Nissan is the month before Ziv,
now known as the month of lyar) as per: 1Kgs. 6:1 and repeated in 1Chron. 3:2. It was a
common tradition of the day.

The Prophet Zechariah told the Jews about their King coming in Zech. 9:9 Rejoice
greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout [in triumph], O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your
king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on
a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.O

We also see Yeshua talked about as “The King Of The Jews” in Matt. 2:2,
27:11,29,37, Mark 15:2,9,12,18,26, and John 18:33,39,19:3. The crowning of a King is a
very formal act that takes place at an appointed time. If Yeshua was truly the appointed
Messiah, King of the Jews, He had to be crowned as such. The Roman soldiers who put a
“crown of thorns” on His head didn’t realize they were making the prophesy of Zechariah
come true. The soldiers were mocking Him with their handmade crown of thorns and royal
purple robe without realizing they were fulfilling prophesy.

Now, do you remember what happened next?

Yeshua was announced to the world by Pilate as “King Of The Jews”.
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